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29 - Research is in a pilot phase and the results presented here are preliminary.











































WHQTXHVWLRQVHQFRXUDJLQJQDUUDWLRQRQ WKH IROORZLQJ WKHPHVFRPLQJRXWSURFHVVDQQRXQFHPHQWVWHSV VLEOLQJ¶V
UROHGXULQJWKHSURFHVVDFRPSDULVRQRIFRPLQJRXWWRSDUHQWVDQGFRPLQJRXWWRVLEOLQJVDQGLPSDFWRQVLEOLQJV¶
relationships.

































































parents, because without eye contact with him I would perhaps have just moved on. I’m not sure if, at that present 





Later born individuals WHQGWRGLVFORVH¿UVWWRDQHOGHUZKRWKHQSDUWLFLSDWHVWRWKHSDUHQWV¶DFFHSWDQFHDVZHOODV
WRVHOIDFFHSWDQFH
(OGHUVPLJKWEHDVNHGE\WKHLUODWHUERUQVLEOLQJVWRSOD\VXFKDUROHWRZDUGVSDUHQWVRUPLJKWFKRRVHVSRQWDQHRXVO\
to play it. 
(OLVH©If she (elder sister) had not accepted me, it would have been terrible for me. I would have been disappointed 
and very insecure. I don’t know if I could have told my parents, and I don’t know if I would have accepted myself”. 
7RKHUVLVWHU³And you have also helped them to accept me more easily´
,QWKLVH[DPSOHLWLVFOHDUWKDWVLEOLQJVPLJKWUHSUHVHQWDPDMRUVXSSRUWLQKRPRVH[XDOLGHQWLW\EXLOGLQJ















ZDQWHGWRWDONZLWKKLVPRWKHU©,QHHGHGWKHDJUHHPHQWRIP\PRWKHUKHKLVEURWKHUwas a child. I wanted to 











SDUHQWVªPRWKHUDQGVWHSIDWKHU. According to the fact that my step-father is old and not very open-minded, I was 









DZDUHRIKHUEURWKHU¶VKRPRVH[XDOLW\6KHVD\V³What was important to them was to know if I was part of the secret. 







































































$V90LWFKHOOQRWHG©Coming out culminates, for many lesbian women, in positive self-regard and a com-
IRUWDEOHZHOFRPLQJ VRFLDOQHWZRUN)RURWKHUV VHOIGLVFORVXUHPD\EH WRRGDQJHURXVRU LPSRUWDQW LQGLYLGXDOV
communities or institutions may fail to accept us or our relationships. (...) In these situations of chronic or recurrent 
GLVWUHVVDIDPLO\PHPEHU¶VDELOLW\WRDI¿UPRXUOHVELDQVHOIWKURXJKWKHPLUURULQJIXQFWLRQWRVRRWKHWKHVKDPHGRU

















































Chapter 47 - Siblings in the “coming out“ process
